
 

 



Considerations 
 
Written in 1673, Signior Dildo describes the adventures of an Italian 
nobleman at the English court. The benefits of such foreign presence 
inspired the author shortly after the arrival of Mary of Modena in 
London, an Italian duchess and future queen of England, Scotland and 
Ireland during the English Restoration. 
 
The poem is extensive and there are different versions of it, I chose some 
verses that present more clearly the subject portrayed, in order to create a 
sequence of events. 
 
Some passages of the poem are not clear, especially since they are based 
on people who were part of the English court in the XVII century. Places 
and metaphors, sexual or not, are also difficult to understand in a current 
context. In any case, the selection of verses guarantees a contextualized 
reading of the work. 
 
Cover artwork: Helena Ariano 
 
 

Considerações 
Escrito em 1673, Signior Dildo descreve as aventuras de um nobre 
Italiano na corte inglesa. Os benefícios de tal presença estrangeira 
inspiraram o autor logo após a chegada de Maria de Módena em 
Londres, duquesa italiana e futura rainha da Inglaterra, Escócia e Irlanda 
durante a Restauração Inglesa. 
 
O poema é extenso e existem diferentes versões do mesmo, escolhi alguns 
versos que apresentam de maneira mais evidente o assunto retratado, de 
forma a criar uma sequência de eventos.  
 
Algumas passagens do poema não são claras, especialmente por se 
basearem em pessoas que fizeram parte da corte inglesa no séc. XVII. 
Lugares e metáforas, sexuais ou não, também são difíceis de serem 
entendidas em um contexto atual. De qualquer forma, a seleção dos 
versos garante uma leitura contextualizada da obra. 
 
Desenho na capa: Helena Ariano 
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> > > > > > > >
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(Almost crying) (Noble)
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œ ™ œ
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go bring back his coun try- man- Sig nor- Dil do- Doll How ard-

123

fff

f

no longer with his High ness- must range And there fore- is pro ferred- this

rall. 

127

sfz sfz sfz sfz

civil ex chan- ge-

Accelerando at will

Her teeth being ro tten-

A tempo

130

f

she smells best be low-

134

needs must be fi tted- for
Sig

nor
-

Dil do-

Con moto

138
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8
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8
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8
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8
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(Sing in the front of the mouth)
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&

3 3
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>
> > >
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,

∑

(Nauseus and sloopy.  The rhythm, entoation and notes are nearly random)

&

,

Â

Sul D

> > > > >
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∑
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∑ ∑
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(As before, but more marcato)
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Tom Ki lli- grew's- wife that Holland fine flower At the sign of this Sig nor-

Moderato

142

fart and belch sourAnd her Dutch bree ding- the fu ther- to show Says, "Wel

Excited

come- to

146

En gland,- Myn heer- Van Dil do- He

149

ci villy- came to the Cock pit- one night And pro ferred- his ser vice- to fair Ma dam- Knight

Maestoso

151

Quoth

p

she, 'I

f

intrigue with Cap tain- Ca zzo- Your nose in mi ne- ar se,-

153
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b œœ

œ

œ

nn
œœ
œ

œ

b

b
b œœ
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Go od- Sig nor- Dil do- This Sig nor- is sound,

mp

safe, ready and dumb As

156

mp

ever was candle, car rot,- or thumb; Them

mf

a way- with your nasty de vices- and

158

mf

show How you rate the just me rit- of Sig nor- Dil do-

160

County

mf

Caz zo,- who ca rries- his nose ve ry- high In pas sion- he swore his rival should die

162

mf

Flesh and blood could not bear it from Sig nor-

164

Dil do- Ni ght- wearied out, the poor's tran- ger- did fly And'a

167
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4

4
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∑
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Them shut himself up

to let world know

Dramatically ,

&

U
P.M.

&

&
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œb œ œ œ œ ™ œ
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n œ
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˙b ™ œ œ

w

w
ww

ww#

# O

œ

O

œ

#

#

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

w

wb

œn œ

‰ Œ Ó
œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

j ≈

œ

r

œ

œn

œ

œ

‰ Œ Ó

œ

œ
œ

œ

b

œ

œ
œ
œ

œ

œ
œ

œ

œ

œ
œ
œ

9



long the Paul Maul they fol lowed- full cry The wo men- con cerned- from eve ry- win dow-

accel. 

169

Cri

cresc.

ed,- 'For heaven's sake, save Sig nor- Dil do'-

rall. 
171

cresc.

ff

mf

The

Ad Libtum

good Lady Sandys burst in to- a lau ghter- to

174

mp

see how the bal locks- ca me- wob bling- a fter- And had not their weight re tar- ted- thefoe in-

177

deed had go ne- hard with Sig nor- Dil do-

accel. 
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mf

rall.
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